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1.  Explain the Pluralist theory of public policy formation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2.  Suppose there are n individuals in a group and it takes only k individuals, k ≤ n, 
contributing to achieve some goal of the group. Let B be the benefit that every 
member of the group receives if k or more members contribute, and let C be the cost 
of a contribution by a member.  

 

If k, B, and C are held fixed, how will this affect the number of contributors as n is 
increased? 

 
 
 



3.  Are political parties simply coalitions of interest groups? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  Mancur Olsen challenged the idea that individuals with common interests would 
automatically form groups to take collective action to defend and/or advance their 
interests.  Olsen argued that there were three basic problems with this theory of 
group behavior.  What are these three basic problems? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5.  Below is Table 1 from Kay Lehman Schlozman's study of the Washington, D.C. 
interest group system.  What is the basic message of this table? 
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